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ould not have
- But today, | can't
rip without CouchSurf-
ospitality exchange web-
e that turns such crazy ideas
into reality. Here's how it works
and why it's the best alternative
to hostels.

It was three years ago, when my
friends and | were planning our
first trip to cold Scandinavia over
the New Year break, that some-
one first suggested the website. All
the hostels were fully booked and
we really didn't want to fork out
all that money for a hotel. So we
went with the CouchSurfing ideq,
admittedly not without hesitation,
but my, were we glad we didl
We each created an account and
immediately started searching for
that good soul willing to take us in.
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Despite its deceptive name, t
site_has nothing at all to do
surfing. It's in fact @ community 1f
boasts around three million mg
bers from all over the world, §
are either willing to put you U}
their own home for free, or whé
are themselves looking to benefit
from such an offer. Everything is
based on trust and, as the site's
mission statement puts it, the aim is
fo “create inspiring experiences”.

You enter the desired search pa-
rameters into its handy search en-
gine — the continent, country, city
etc. When the results come up,
you can choose from those who
just want to meet and socialise
(the "coffee or drink" option) or
those willing to accommodate you
(the "has couch" option). On each
couch surfer's profile there is a
photo and list of friends along with
other personal information, and
reviews from all those who have

I with that particular user. It
>s to know how well a poten-
al host/guest matches you and

what you have in common, before

making a request.

" My first host was a Swede called

Henrik. My friend and | arrived in
Stockholm on the night ferry from
Finland at 6 am. The plan was to
take a walk around the city until
noon and then head over to our
host's place. But in conditions of
minus twenty and the absence of
cafes open at that hour, we had no
choice but to wake Henrik up. To
our surprise, a cheery voice on the
end of the phone announced that
he was already up and waiting for
us. And with that, all the doubts I'd
been having of no one being there
fo meet us, or the person on the site
not living in Sweden, evaporated.
There at the bus stop was our kind
host waiting for us. He had the fire
going at his three-storey house and



-
6 5 Oyny

DMbIX JIIOOEN,
uen — s Gbl He
erofiHg 9 He npeg-
yTewecTeus 6e3 npo-
bl KaydcepduHr (oT aHmmi-
oro CouchSurfing). Mouemy 310
NYYWas AnNbTEPHATUBA XOCTENY W
kak 310 pabotaete O6o Bcem No
MOPSAIKY.

Korpa tpu roga Hasag mel ¢ gpy-
3bIMM B HOBOTOZHME MPA3AHMKM
cobpanMcs OTNPOBMTBECA B XO-
nogHylo  CKaHOMHABMIO,  KTO-TO
NPewIoXmn NonpoboBaTsL CUCTe-
My TOCTEBbIX CeTel. XOCTenbl B
3TO Bpems Obiit MEPEMnOIHEHDI,
d NepennayMBaTb 30 OTEMb CO-
BCEM HE XOTENOCh, NO3TOMY MAEIO
O KaydcepuHre MPUHANM XOTb M
HOCTOPOXEHHO, HO C PAHOCTHIO.
Kaxawit 13 Hac, 3apervctpupo-
BOBLUMCb HO COAWTE, NMPUHANCA 30
OKTMBHbIE MOMCKM XOPOLLETO YENO-

HA 3AMETK
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BEKQ, rOTOB
OKa3anocs,
HO3BAHME, HMKAKOTO OTH
K CEPOUHTUCTAM CaMT He vw!.
3neck obuTaeT 3-MUNMOHHOE CO-
0OLECTBO CO BCErO MM1pQd, COCTO-
sLLee M3 Tex, KTO roToB 6ecnnaTHo
NPEfoOCTABUTL CBOE XUMbeE, U TEX,
KTO XenaeT 3TVM MPesIoXeHUeM
Bocnonb3osatecs. Bce noctpo-
€HO HO AOBEPUM M, KAK YKO3AHO
B JIO3yHre CeTW, Ha «bopmMpo-
BOHMM BOOXHOBASIOWETO  OMbITAY.
B ynoGHbiit nowckosuk BBOASTCS
HY>KHbIE MOPAMETPBI MOMCKA: KOH-
TUHEHT, CTPaHa, ropogd. M3 scex
HOMOEHHBIX  KOHOMAATOB  MOXHO
BHIOPATL XENIOLMX BCTPETUTHCS
n noobuateca (coffee or drink)
NI roOTOBbIX I'Ipeﬂ,OCTOBl/ITb KpOB
(has couch). Ha ctpanmuke cep-
depa, nomnmo ero potorpadum
M CNWCKQ APY3el, YKa3aHa TaKxXe
NNYHAS HOOPMALMS M OT3bIBbI TEX,
KTO Y HETO OCTAHABAMBANCS. DTO
NOMOraeT nepeg OTNPOBKON 3a-

~HSURFING:
TCﬂ bJTMXE

Hatanes Maiibopoaa

NPOCA  ONPemenuTs,  HACKONMbKO
Tebe MNORXOOMT KAHAMAAT M YTO
MHOTO N y BamMu obuiero.

BHM Cepdepom cTan
ween "XeHpuk. Mebl ¢ nogpyroi
npvbsinu B Crokronsm B 6 yTpa Ha
HouHOM napome 13 PuHnaHamu.
WN3HauanbHo xoTenu norynsts no
ropofy OO MOsyaHs, O NMOTOM yxe
MoexaTb MO YKA3aHHOMY appecy.
Ho msapuatirpagycHsiii Mopo3 1
oTcyTcTBMe  pabotaioumx  Kade-
LeK He OCTABMMW WMHOMO BbIBOPA:
NpUWNOCL — Pa3dyamTs  XeHpuKa.
Ha yauenenve 6ogpeiit ronoc 8
TenedoHHOM Tpybke coobLLyn, YTO
yXe XgeT Hac. A Mo COMHeHMs
NG «BAPYr HAC HUKTO HE BCTpE-
TWT, UMK YENOBEK Ha caliTe BoobLLE
He xwiBeT 8 LLIBeunn» ncyesmm. Ha
OBTOBYCHOM OCTOHOBKE HAC XA
LOOPORYLWHLINA XO3sWH. B ero tpex-
STAKHOM [IOME TOpPES KAMUH U
naxno kode. OH nocenumn Hac Ha
Yepaake, AN MATPACH U NOCTEb-
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we could smell the welcoming aro-
ma of fresh coffee. He put us in the
aftic and made up some mattresses
and a bed, and | gave him some
fraditional souvenirs in refumn. Hen-
rik is a neurosurgeon, who lives
alone in a huge eco-friendly house.
He had heard about CouchSurf-
ing just two months earlier and
decided to open his doors to the
world in order to break up the mo-
notony. In his first month he hosted
more than 40 people. Besides us,
there were also three ltalians, two
Japanese women, one Chinese
woman, and Henrik's Norwegian
friend - another couch surfer -
all staying af Henrik's. Actually,
we hardly ever saw any of them —
everyone had their own  room
and bathroom. Henrik showed us
genuine hospitality and, unlike the
weather, was warm, and sincere.
My only potential gripe was the
Christmas lights at the windows
in all the rooms, which were kept
on all through the night. But you
can’t complain; in Stockholm, they
simply like to keep a festive atmo-
sphere throughout the cold, winter
days.

The next time | used the site was
for atrip to the Canary Islands.
In Santa Cruz de Tenerife,
a very kind 30-year-old
musician called Jose
put me up. He was
renfing one room
to a German stu-
dent on a year-
long  exchange
programme and
offering the oth-
ers fo guests. He
himself slept in the
hall. He often trav-
elled, looking for
inspiration and new
friends all over the
world, so he would
ask his guests to pay for
the ufilities. That's how this
unemployed and carefree
couch surfer got round paying
the bills. | arrived on Tenerife just in
fime fo catch one of the Canaries'
amazing camnivals. After a string of
great parties, Jose took us to a lo-
cal underground club, where all the
island’s couch surfers had gathered.
That's when | leamed that each
area has its own so-called ambas-
sador, who organises get-togethers
with local surfers and brings in new-
comers.

| started making travel films about
countries in Europe. Throughout my
fravels, | would always try to stay
ata couch surfer’s. They, more than
anyone else, helped me fo gef to
know a country, faking me to in-
teresting places you just don't find
in the guidebooks. Many of them
were even involved in the filming -
some were interviewed, while oth-
ers acted as guides.

It 'is through' couch surfing that-I've
come fo realise just how small the
world really is. On one stay with o
guy called Greg in Malta, | heard a
lot from him about some legendary
guy called Mario on a neighbouring
island, whom he had heard about
from his guests. A few days later, |
happened fo meet this Mario on the

island of Gozo. As it happened, he
too knew of Greg only through the
reviews of other surfers. In Iceland,
| stayed with a guy called Olafur. It
came up in conversation that he is
friends with Bjork. My host in Liech-
fenstein was a 60-year-old profes-
sor of Latin, who could quote Gogol
and Dosfoevsky from memory. He
knew none other than the Prince of
Liechtenstein himself!

Just this year, my boyfriend and |
went all the way out to Kamchatka.
| can honestly say that it wasn't the
fourist agencies that helped us to
organise the frip, but the advice
of fellow surfers. The same can be
said for Cuba. Incidentally, over
there, surfers are not allowed by
law to accommodate foreigners.
But they happily recommend the
homes of their friends, the so-called
casa particular (private accom-
modation). You could also stay in
a hotel or similarly in official rented
accommodation for tourists on the
island of freedom. Its owners tend
not to speak English or have Inter-
nef, which is why their surfer friends
help them to get the word out. They
don't have a problem with meet-
ing up and showing you around
their city. They'll teach you the main
techniques of fending off any lo-
cal riffraff, and may request a gift
- nappies perhaps for the baby or
chocolates for the wife.

I've only ever met great surfers —
happy, open and genuine peo-
ple. In three years I've become
so accustomed fo the hospital-
ity exchange network that | don't
even want to know about hotels.
After all, you can never truly see
a country or city from a hotel
room. You can only really get the
frue sense of a place through i
people, by living with them
the same roof, even if it’
a few days. | know
sure though an
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Hoe berbe, a Mbl B OTBET — TPAAW-
LpoHHble  cyBeHupbl.  Okasanocs,
XeHpUK — HEeMpOXMPYpr, XuBET
OfVH B TAKOM IPOMGAHOM 3KOMOr-
yecku umctom fome. Beero gea me-
CALA HA30, OH Y3HAN O NPOrPamMme
CouchSurfing 1 3axoten oTkpbiTs
CBOM ABEPU MMPY, 4TOD PA3BHOO-
6pasnts OyaHu. V1 yxe 30 nepsbiit
mecsl, ero nocetnu Gonswe 45
yenosek! OgHoBpemeHHO ¢ HoMM
y XEHpWKa OCTAHOBMIMCH elle
TPU UTOMBSHUA, [BE SMOHKM, OOHA
KUTOSHKO W €ro HOPBEXCKUI TPV,
Toxe kayycepdep. [lpasaa mel mx
MOYTU HE BIAENM — Y KAXIOro 6bina
CBOS OTAENbHAS KOMHATA M BAHHAS.
XeHpUK NPOAEMOHCTPHUPOBA HAM
HOCTOSILLEE FOCTENPUUMCTBO, KO-
TOPOE, B OTNINYMM OT NOrOAp], BbINO
TEMMBIM M aywesHsM.  Cmyliano
TOMBKO OfHO: BO BCEX KOMHOTOX
HOYBIO FOPENM HOBOTOLHWE OrOHb-
KM HO MNOAOKOHHMKE. HTO menats,
Tak npuHsato B8 CTOKronsme — cos-
AOBATL MPA3AHMYHYIO OTMOChEPY B
3VMHME OHM.

B cnemyiowmit pas s socnons3o-
BANACH TEM e CAMTOM, KOTAa Co-
6upanace Ha KaHapckie ocTposa.
B Canra-Kpyc-ge-Terepuope mens
NPMIOTHN O4eHs AoOPbI 30-neTH
my3bikaHT Xoce. OH coosan ogHy
KOMHOTY MpUWexasLiell Ha rog no
CTYAEHYECKOM NPOrpaMME HEMKE,
a BTOPYIO MPEANaran CBOWM ro-
ctsim. Cam xe Ho4YeBan B FOCTUHOM.
Xoce 4aCTO CTPAHCTBOBAN MO MUPY
B MOMCKOX BOOXHOBEHMWS W HOBbIX
ApYy3eK, NO3TOMYy rOoCTel npocun
OMNAYMBATL CBOM  KOMMYHObHbIE
ycnyrn. Bot Tak 1 BbikpyumBancs
6e3paboTHbI U 6e33a60THLIN cep-
dbep. Ceoit npuessn Ha TeHepude
s NOArOAANa K rpaHayosHomy Ko-
Hapckomy kapHasany. [locne ove-
pefHol Becenon sevepuHku Xoce
MOBEN HAC B MECTHBIV AHAErPAYH-
HBIA KNYD, TAe B 3TOT AeHb cobpa-
nmcb cepdepsl CO BCEro OCTPOBA.
Torpa s1ysHana, 4To B kaXAoM 6Osb-
LOW a4erke eCTb TaK HA3bIBAeMbIN
ambaccanop, KOTOPbIM OPraHmay-
€T BCTPEUM C MECTHbIMU Cepbepa-
MU 1 NPYBIEKAET HOBUUKOB.

[Noaxe a Ha4ana CHUMATL TYPUCTH-
yeckre GunbMbl 0 CTPaHax EBponbi.
[yTeluecTsys, s BCeraa CTapanach
OCTOHABAMBATLCS Y CepdepoB.
OHM, KaK HWKTO APYroM, momora-
NV Y3HQTb CTPAHY M MOKA3bIBAMM
HEe YKA3GHHbE B MyTEBOAMTENSX
MHTEepecHsle mecta. MHorve aaxe
YYOCTBOBQM B CbEMKAX: OHM [C-
BQUM MHTEPBLIO, JPYrve BLICTYNamm
B porm maa. [lonb3ysice kayucep-
duHrom, 9 ybegunacs, 4TO MUP
pevicteutensHo TeceH. OpHoxap,
KOrAa f ocTaHoBMnack Ha Marste
y [pera, oH MHOrO pacckasbiBan o
nerengapHom Mapuo ¢ cocefiHe-
rO OCTPOBQ, O KOTOPOM Obin HO-
CrIBILIAH OT cBOMX rocTtelt. W yepes
HECKOJIbKO [HEeW 4 CIy4anHO no-
3Hakommnacs ¢ Mapuo Ha octpo-
Be [o30. OkasbiBaeTcs, oH Takxe
3004HO Bbin 3HAKOM € [perom ve-
pes3 oT3biBb CBOMX cepdepos. A
8 Vcnanoum s xuna y Onadypa.
Cny4aiHO  BBISICHUMIOCH M3 PA3ro-
BOPQ, YTO OH ApyXwuT ¢ beopk. B
JlnxteHwTeliHe moum cepdepom
6bin 60-neTHW Npodeccop NATUH-
CKOTO $13bIKQ, KOTOPbIA LMTMPOBAN
HamaycTe [orons u doctoesckoro.
Tak BOT OH ObiN 3HOKOM C CaMMM
repuorom JluxteHwetHckmml

B 3Tom rogy ¢ Moum napHem mbl
OTNPOBMANCL HA  AANEKyio
Kamuatky.  [pasunbHo
NOArOTOBMUTLCH K MOE3[-
Ke TyAd HOM MOMOTM
He TypareHTCTBQ, d
coBeTh  cepdepos.
Tak xe, kak u Ha
Kyby. Kcraty, tam
cepdepsl Mo 3a0-
KOHOLATENLCTBY He
MOTYT  PO3MELLATH
y cebs MHOCTPaH-
ues. Ho onu ¢ ygo-
BOMbCTBMEM  PEKIIC-
MUPYIOT AOMO  CBOWX
3HOKOMBIX, TOK HQ3bl-
Boemble casa particular.
Benb Ha octpose Ceobo-
Ob MOXHO OCTOHOBAMBOTLCS
nmbo B oTene, Mo B opuLy-
QrbHO CAOBOEMOM [N TYpPUCTOB
xunbe. ApeHgonarenu, Kok npasw-

N0, HE 3HAIOT AHIUICKOTO $I3bIKA,
1O U UHTEPHETA Y HVX HET, MO3TOMY
3HaKOMbIE Cepdepbl MOMOTTIOT M
¢ peknamoit. OHu xe He nMpoub
BCTPETUTLCS, MOKA3ATh CBOM rO-
PO, HAYYMTb OCHOBHBIM MPUEMAM
BOPLOLI C MECTHBIMM XYTIUKOMM ¥
NONPOCUTL YTO-TO MPMBE3TU B MO-
[APOK: namnepcsl Ans. pebeHka
WV LIOKONALKY 151 KEHBI.

Mte Bcerga BcTpeuanucs 3ame-
yaTenbHble cepdepsl: Becensie, oT-
KpbITBIE W FOCTENPUMMHBIE. 30 TPK
roaa g HACTOJIbKO MPUBLIKIA K STOM
rOCTEBOW CETU, HYTO MPO OTEM M
3HaTb He Xxouy. Bemob HEBO3MOXHO
No-HACTOAEMY  YBMOETb  CTPAHY
MK TOPOM, NMPOXMBAA B TOCTUHMY-
Hom Homepe. [lopgnmHHylo aTmoc-
depy NobOro MecTa MOXHoO MpPo-
4yBCTBOBATL  Onarogaps  ogs
C KOTOPHIMK XMBELb MOA,
KpbILWEN, Ooxe ecnm 3
BCErO HECKOMbKO AH
9 MOHANG OAHO;
BO3pPACTA M




