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e a woman, then
ith the most beautiful
aldive Islands. 1192
n strewn across the turquoise
of the ocean in an oval chain that
ncloses the equator. Anyone lucky
gh to experience the charm of the atolls
the Indian Ocean call them paradise on
Earth. Those who haven’t yet visited however,
only have a couple of decades left to get there.
At least, that is what scientists are forecasting,
predicting that this, the most romantic country
on the planet, will be completely under water
in the near future. Despite what they say,

the coral islands have currently become the
most popular destination for honeymoons and
unforgettable holidays.

The Maldives have always been a favourite
among businesspeople and celebrities, for
where else can you forget about the daily grind

so quickly and hide away from the world2 The
local hotels are celebrated for their excellent
service which works by a system of ‘do not
disturb’, meaning that the guests will only see
staff twice during their stay: on arrival and
departure. If, however, you require some
assistance, waiters can be summoned at the
press of a button, with which all rooms are
equipped along with the best of modern living
in the form of LCD screens and a hairdryer.
They say that Maldivian hotel owners try so
hard to create an atmosphere of total privacy
that for the entirety of your sojourn you do not
have to see anyone if you so wish. You may
run into the other guests flitting in and out of
the hotel restaurant of course, as each room
leads there but it is via a personal labyrinth
of mangroves and palms. If you do want to
forget the world completely, then just stay on
your own stretch of beach and take delight in
the purple sunsets and beautiful sea life.

POABHWUTb C XEHLM-
QTb, 4TO OHA yKpaAcKna
b KPOCKMBbIM OXEpEeNbemM —
ocTpoBoB. TbicAua cTO AeBsHO-
WHBI» PACKMHYAUCb HO BUPIO30BOM
QNbHOM LEMNOYKOM, KOTOPAsi CMbIKAET-
e no apyryto ctopoHy sksatopa. Kaxabii
YACTNMBYMK, BKYCUBLUMI NPenecTb atonnos Mu-
AMICKOrO OKEOHA, HA3OBET UX PAeM Ha 3eMne,
a y elwe He nNobbIBABWKMX 3A€Ch B 3aNACe eCTb
napa pecstkos net, ytobel 310 cgenatb. [lo
KpaiHei Mepe, TaK MyraiT yYyeHble, NpeaseLas
CAMOM POMAHTUYHOM CTPAHE B MMPE CKPbITbCS
nogd BoAo# B ckopom byaywem. Yto 6bl HM roso-
PUIIU, HO CETrOfHS KOPANOBLIE OCTPOBA NPEBPA-
TUIKCb B MOMynspHeillee MecTo Afsi MEAOBOTO
MecsiLLa U He3a6bIBaOEMbIX CBUAAHMA.

Kpome Ttoro, Manbanebl pasHo nonobunucs
6U3HECMEHAM M Pa3HbIM cenebputuc — rae
ele MOXHO CNpATATLCS OT BCETO MUPA M 3a6bITb

O COBPEMEHHOM PUTME XM3HME MIMEeHHO cCBOMM
CEePBMCOM CNABATCSH 3felHNE OTENU, KOTOPbIE
paboTAlOT NO CUCTEME «HEBMELATENbCTBAY,
TO €CTb rOCTH BO BPEMS CBOETO OTAbIXA BUAST
MepCOHAN TOMbKO ABA PA3A: NPU PA3MELLEHUM
M OTbe3fe — YTO COo3AaeT aTMOCdepy NONHOro
yeamHenus. B cnyyae Heobxogumoctn, odu-
LMAHTOB MOXHO BbI3BATb MPU MOMOLLM KHOMOK,
KOTOPbIMM OCHOLLEHb BCE HOMEPA, PABHO
KaK M HeobxoauMbiIMM Bnaramu uMBUAKM3Q-
UMM B BUAE XMAKOKPMUCTANNMYECKOTO SKPAHA
n ¢peHa. M 3a Bce Bpems cBoero npebbiBaHms
Bbl MOXETEe TaK HWMKOro M He ysupaeTb. Passe
4TO ApyrvMe rocTM NPOMenbKHYT B obuem pe-
CTOPOHE, AO KOTOPOroO M3 KAXAOro HoMepa
BEAYT MepcoHanbHble NABUPUHTB M3 MOH-
rPoBbIX 30pocnei v nanbm. A ecnu xovetcs
MONHOCTbIO 3a6bLITECS — OCTABAMTECH HA CBO-
EeM KYCOYKe MNAXa M Hacnaxpanteco puone-
TOBBIMM 30KATAMM M KPACOYHBIM MOABOAHbIM
MUPOM.
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Ofthe 1,192 islands, 100 are opentotourists.
The rest are hard to reach and uninhabited
and some are quite often underwater at
high tide. On the majority of the tourist
islands there is usually only one hotel resort
with individual bungalows that appear like
mushrooms growing out of the crystal clear
water. In the most luxurious of them, guests
can expect swimming pools and jacuzzis
with fresh water and transparent floors,
from where you can marvel at the emerging
colourful abodes of the Indian Ocean. You
can get round many hotel islands in an hour
but people round there don’t usually go

that fast. The ocean quietly whispers at the
Maldive Islands and the staff just as quietly
gather the fallen blossoms from the beach.
This, the smallest Asian country, was made
for leisurely walks and enjoying life.

The harmony of slowness manifests itself here
in the 800 km of the 26 atolls. Their coral
islands resemble beads, hence the name,
which in translation from Singhalese means
‘necklace of islands’. In actual fact, these
flat spots on the ocean’s surface are the
tops of an underwater mountain ridge. The
word ‘atoll’ emerged in the Maldives itself
and denotes nothing other than ‘ring of coral
islands’. There is also a legend, according
to which the Maldives are thought to be

the remains of the mythical Atlantis, that is,
ancient Lemuria, which itself received a very
unusual name owing to its large population
of lemurs. The tourist version claims that
the name derived from the Indian ‘mahal’
(palace) and ‘diva’ (island). The famous
Arab explorer, Ibn Battuta, described the
archipelago as “one of the wonders of the
world”, during his ten-month stay, when
he was marrying the daughter of the local
sultan and becoming the judge of Male.
It was his account of the Maldives that was
the first of his works to be translated into
various European languages.

Later, the English, Dutch and Portuguese

came to these wondrous islands but this
did not stop the locals from practising their
religion - Islam. Arab seafarers introduced
it to the islands in 1153. The Maldivians
gained their independence in 1968
declaring themselves a republic. The majority
of tourists, however, take no interest in this
information and it's understandable because
who wants to think about facts and figures
whilst taking in such perfect views which seem
to have come straight out of a Bounty advert
with its picture of heaven on Earth?

Acquaintance with the capital, Male, for many
boils down to the international airport and the
wharf where the airport ferry lands

.
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N3 1192 octpoBoB CTpaHb B PACMOPSKEHWUM
Typucto Bcero 100. OcrtaneHeie TpyaHopo-
CTYMHbl M HEOBMTaeMbl, O HEKOTOpble M BOBCE
BPEMEHOMM CKPLIBAIOTCS MOA BOAOW BO Bpems
npunuea. Ha GonbwuHcTBE 0BUTAEMBIX OCTPO-
BOB, KAK NPABMNO, HAOXOAWUTCS TONbKO OAMH
OTeNbHbIA KOMMIEKC C MHAWBUAYANbHLIMKM OyH-
rano, KotTopble rpubaMMU BbINAALIBAIOT M3 NPO-
3paYHOM BOAbl. B cambix pockolwHbIX HOMepax
rocten XxayT 6accerHbl M AXAKY3M C MPecHOw
BOAOM M MPO3PAYHbIM [JHOM, CKBO3b KOTOpPOE
MOXHO YBWMAETb PO3HOUBETHbIX ObuUTATENeM
Nuaunitickoro okeaHa. HekoTopsie ocTpoBa-oTte-
M MOXHO 0BOMTM 30 4aC, HO OBBLIYHO 3[ecCh TAK

BbICTPO HE XOAST: NULLb TUXO LWIENYeT OKEAH, Ad
nepcoHan rocTuHuy becwymHo ybupaert ¢ nns-
xa onaswue nuctbs. Camas maneHbkas asuar-

CKasi CTPAHA CO3AAHA AN HECMELHbIX MPOrynoK
M HOCIAXAEHUS XU3HbIO.

Bcs s1a mpaunnus npotaxHocteio B 800 km Ha
caMoM Jene coctout u3 26 atonnos, KoOTO-
pble HOMOMMHAIOT BYChl U3 KOPANOBbIX OCTPO-
Boe. OTciofa U HA3BOHWE, KOTOPOE B MEPEBO-
A€ C CMHIANbCKOrO 3bIKA O3HAYAET KOXepenbe
octposoBs». K cnosy, 3t nnockue naTHa Ha oke-
QHMYECKOW TMOAMN SBASIOTCS BEPLIMHAMM NOABO-
aHoro xpebta. CrnoBo «aTonn» NosSBUIOCH UMEH-
Ho Ha Manbaneax M obo3HAYAET He YTO MHOE,
KAK «KOJIbLLO M3 KOopannoBbix ocTpoBoB». Cy-
WeCcTByeT ApYyras JereHaa, COrnacHO KOTOPO#

Manbaueel cunTalOTCS OCTATKAMM MUCTUMHECKOW
Atnantugel, To ectb JleMypuu, koTopas nonyuu-
na Takoe HeobblYHOe HA3BAHME M3-30 OOMTAB-
wux Tam nemypos. CornacHo Bepcuu ans Typu-
CTOB, CNOBO MPOU3OLWNO OT UHAMICKMX «mahal»
(nBopeu) n «diva» (octpos). A ussecTHbiit apab-
ckni nyTewectBeHHnk WM6H bartryra Hasean
apxunenar «ofHWM M3 Yyaec CBeTa», KOrad BO
BPEMS CBOEro AeBSTMMECHYHOro npebbiBaHUs
B ACNEKOM KPQlo YMYAPMICS XEHMTbCA HA [O-
Yepu MEeCTHOro CylTaHa M CTaTb cyaber Mane
- MONbAMBCKOM cTonmubl. MmeHHO onucaHue
Manbans nepseim 13 Bcex Tpynoe M6H BattyTsl
6610 NepeBefeHO HA eBPONENCKMUE A3bIKM.

Jlo AMBHBIX OCTPOBOB NO3Xe AOOPANUCH AHINK-
YaHe, rONNAHALbI U MOPTYraNblbl, HO 3TO HE No-
MeLWano MECTHbIM XMTENSM OCTATHCS BEPHLIMM
CBOEMN Penurnm — UCnamy, KOTopblit 3apoguncs
3pech 6naropaps apabckuM MopennasaTensm
B 1153 roay. Csoto Hesaeucumocts Manbau-
Bbl obpenn B 1968 roay, npososrnacus cebs
pecnybnukoi. Ho 6GonbwuHCTBY TypuCTOB
3TU PAKTbl HE M3BECTHbI, M 3TO MPOCTUTENLHO:
O KAKMX LMPPAX MOXHO AYMATb, MsAs HO Mae-
QnbHble MeM3axXH, COWEAWNEe U3 PEKIAMBI WO-
konagHoro 6atoHunka bayHTn o paiickom Ha-
cnaxaeHnn? A 3HOKOMCTBO CO CTONMUEN Ans
MHOTUX CBOAWTCS K MEXAYHAPOAHOMY O3pO-
NOPTY M NPUYANY, rAe MPUE3XKMX KAET A3POTAK-
CH, KOTOPOE AOCTABMUT K AONTOXAAHHOMY
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and your hotel taxi transports you to the long-
anticipated island you're staying on. If you
linger in Male a little while longer, go and
find the city’s oldest building — The Friday
Mosque (17th century), which was built from
genuine coral. The president’s residence
and the tiny litlle houses of the locals are as
remarkable — due to their size — as the island
itself.  Incidentally, around a third of the
country’s population (100,000) resides inside
of 2 km2. As surprising as it may be, this is
the only place in the Maldives where you will
find high-rises and tarmac roads as well as the
country’s only university.

What's interesting is that children are taught
from an early age a simplified form of English
- Globish — and also a course in hospitality.
Both will be required in the future for the most
prospective work on the Maldives: in the hotel
and restaurant business. The professionalism
of the hotel staff is clearly evident. The
Maldivians do not do this in vain - tourism
makes up 30% of the country’s total GDP.
Note that neither agriculture nor industry are
developed there. But this doesn't stop the
Maldivians from serving up the most delicious
food on hotel tables, and refined beverages
brought in from abroad. Bringing your own
bottle as a tourist is strictly prohibited. They say
that non-compliance is not only punished by

law, but by the bats too. They react violently to
the scent of alcoholic drinks and fly by night to
the source of the alcohol, landing on the head
of the guilty raver. Furthermore, you may not
export the Maldives’ greatest source of pride
— coral. It not only serves as the country’s
foundations (literally), but is also protected
by the so-called ‘jinns’. The islanders fear the
wrath of these spirits who are able to summon
hurricanes and upset the temperate island life.
So that the jinns are not released from the box,
the locals take good care of the sea life and
coral. Visitors are disciplined with a fine of
500 dollars in the event of the detection of
these lovely sea flowers in suitcases during the
thorough examination. And rightly so, since
you won’t find many reefs of equal beauty
(they are off the coast of Australia and in the
Red Sea and the Caribbean).

Once you've experienced the glory of
Maldivian sea life, you will never forget the
real beauty found only on coral reefs. Visitors
to this fairy-tale land will confirm that tr
paradise is right there, among the
and equatorial reaches. If you ar
quite familiar with the existenc
harmony and the absolute
islands, think of the city
Well, the Maldives

a hundred times
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octposy. 3agepxutech B Mane 4yTb fonblwe
M OTHIWMTE CTApeiwee 3aaHue ropopa — [lar-
HUuHylo MeveTb (17 Bek), koTopylo noctpowunu
M3 HacToswmMx kKopannoe. PesupgeHuus npesu-
AEHTA U KPOLIEYHBIE LOMUKM MECTHbIX XMUTENEM
YAMBST CBOMMM PA3MEPAMM, KAK M CAM OCTPOB.
Mexay npounm, Ha 2 KkB. KM NPOXMBAET MOY-
T opHa TpeTb (cBbiwe 100 Thic. yenosek) Bce-
ro HaceneHus ctpaHbl. Kak HM cTpaHHO, TOMb-
KO 3[leCb, B CTONIMLE, MOXHO YBMAETb BbICOTKM
“ achanbTUPOBAHHBIE AOPOMM, O TAKXE €AMH-
CTBEHHbII B CTPAHE YHUBEPCUTET.

NHTepecHo, 4To meTen ¢ paHHuX net obyuaior
MPUMMUTUBHOMY GHIIMIMCKOMY — rnobuLy, a Takxe
npaeunam roctenpummctea. O6a Haebika B By-
AyWeM NOHOAOBATCS Ans CAMOM NepcrneKTUBHOM
pabotbl HO ManbauBax — B rOCTUHUYHO-PECTO-
paHHoMm busHece. [Mpodeccnonanuam otenbHoro
nepcoHana gencrsutensHo yamsnset! Manbame-
Ubl CTAPAIOTCS He 3psi: TYPU3M COCTABMSIET OKO-
no 30 % ecero BBI1 ctpaHbl, B koTOpOM, Mexay
NPOYMM, HEe PA3BUTO HM CENbCKOE XO3SNCTBO,
HU NpombliwseHHocTs. Ho 310 He MewaeT nopa-
BATb K CTONYy B OTENsIX CAMble BKYCHble Gnioaa
M M3bICKOHHbIE HAMWUTKM, NPUBE3EHHbIE M3-30 rPa-
HUUbI. TypUCTAM Xe BBO3MUTb B CTPAHY MPOAYKTHI,
B COCTOB KOTOPbIX BXOAMT CBMHMHA, M CMPTHOE
KaTeropuyecku sanpetieHo. [oBopaT, 4to 3a He-
cobniopeHne NPaBK BAC HAKAXET HE TONbKO 30-
KOH, HO U neTyune mbilwn. OHu ByiHO pearmpyioT

HQ 3aNAX ANKOTrOJbHbIX HAMUTKOB M CNETAIOTCS MO
BEYEPAM K MbAHALLEMY UCTOYHMKY, NPU3EMNSSCH
HQ rOMIOBbl «<BUHOBHMKOB TOPXECTBA.

A ewe 13 Manbaus HeNb3s BbIBO3UTb UX MABHYIO
rOpAOCTb — KOPQbl, KOTOPbIE CIYXAT HE TOJb-
KO YHOAMEHTOM CTPaHbl (B NPSMOM CMbicne
3TOrO CIOBA), HO M OXPAHSIOTCS TAK HO3bIBAEMbI-
MK «BXMHHK». OcTpoBUTsHe 6oaTCs pa3rHEBATH
AYXOB, KOTOpblE CMOCOBHbI Bbi3bIBATb YPAraHs
M HOPYLATb PA3MEPEHHYIO OCTPOBHYIO XM3Hb.
Y106bl OXUHHM HE «MNOSBUAICS M3 BYTbIKM», XM-
Tenu BeperyT NoaBOAHLIA MUP M Kopanisl. A npu-
e3Xux gucunnanuunpytot wrpadom 8 500 gonna-
POB B Criydae OBHAPYXEHUS KMOPCKMX LLBETOB»
B 4YEeMOAOHAX MNpu TWATENbHOM [OCMOTPE.
N npasunbHo, Beab pupoB nofobHOM KpacoTsl
B MMpPE BCTPEYAETCS BCErO HECKOMbBKO: BO3se be-
peros Aectpanuu, aa 8 KpacHom n Kapnbckom
mopsx. KTo xoTb pas Buaen kpacoty noasofHo-
ro Mmmpa ManbaMBCKMX OCTPOBOB, yXe He CMO-
XET 306bITb TEX SPKMUX KPACOK, KOTOPHIE MOXHO
YBMAETb TONbKO HA KOpannosbix pudax. Te, KTo
nob6bIBAN B 3TOM CKA30YHOM CTPAHE, NOATBEPA,
YTO HACTOAWMM PAM HOXOAUTCS MMEHHO
CPeau aToMNOB B 3KBATOPMATbHbIX
A ecnu Bam eLle He 3HOKOMO oLy
FAPMOHMM 1 aBCONOTHOM PO
OCTPOBAOX, NPEACTABbTE T
mep, Beneumto. Tak B
TO Xe camoe, Tof
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