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CAMBODIA

A COUNTRY OF
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den amidst the jungles of Asia, is the
ambodia. lts ancient civilization developed
nks of the legendary Mekong and long evaded
uropean pioneers. A certain film starring Angelina Jo-
ie brought popularity to the country, one of its parts hav-
ing been filmed in Angkor — once the capital of the Khmer
Empire. Despite its sad history, the Kingdom today greets
its visitors with a hundred children’s smiles.

| had always wanted fo visit Cambodia, butwas scared at
first, and then later it seemed to me to be so far away and
difficult fo get to. But when a trip to neighbouring Thailand
loomed on the horizon - | didn't give it a second thought,
pushing aside the doubts of my parents and friends who
fried to discourage me from travelling to a country that had
so recently suffered terror and war. | placated relafives, as-
suring them that | would cross the border by plane and
leave land crossing to the reckless. For me, Cambodia be-
gan with the northern fown of Siem Reap, where sfrict cus-
toms officials at the airport passed my passport from one o
the other, with only the eighth finally pasting the Kingdom's
green visa in to if.

Sizzling Siem Reap is no different from any European holi-
day desfination: its sfreets are lined with exclusive luxury
hotels with glamorous names, like Ancient Angkor, Para-
dise and Dream. Outside the litfle colonial-style houses,
familiar (to us) makes of car and familiar (to them) tuk-tuks
— motorcycles with a sort of carriage — awaited us. You gef
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into a tuk-tuk, with its natural air conditioning and little roof
(to shield you from rain or the scorching sun) and enjoy
the view, while your personal driver takes you wherever
you want fo go, and you feel like royalty. There's even no
need fo sfruggle with the language barrier or exchange
rate here — the ubiquitous English and the dollar have crept
even info Cambodia. For a few “green ones” you can get
enfrance to Angkor, buy Lonely Planet guides from mis-
chievous kids, and even get acquainted with the delicacies
on offer at the local markets.

The temple complex of Angkor is considered the country’s
fop landmark and is worshipped as the heart of Cambodia.
In all my wildest globefrotting dreams, | always imagined
myself walking round every ruin and every litfle stone of the
ancient city. But my dreams turned out fo be foo sweet be-
cause in reality, even driving around the whole complex in
a fuk-tuk for an entire day would be hard - it extends 24
km! Your entrance ticket — on which they print your photo -
opens up a door to the world of an ancient civilization.

It is hard fo imagine that on this site there was once an
entire city, which from the 7" century was the capital of
the Khmer state that flourished on the territory of what is
now Thailand, south Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, hav-
ing reached a peak in the 12" century. The power of the
empire is reflected even in the temples, which they built for
themselves and their gods, the monarchs who considered
themselves “the rulers of the world”. Each one fried to out-
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peoy O3MATCKMX [KYHMEN 3aTepsnoch
80 Kambomxa. Ha Geperax nereHpgopHoro
OHra PA3BMBANACH APEBHAS LWBUIN3ALMS, KOTOPAS
BleHb ONTO OCTABANAChH HEAOCTYMHOM A9 €BPONENCKMX
nepsonpoxoaLes. [ lonynspHocTs CTpaHe npuHec dursm
C yqacTmem AxpxenuHsl [xonu, oguH 13 anusomos ko-
TOPOTO CHUMANK B AHrkope — Hekoraa ctommue Kxvep-
ckor umnepmn. KoponescTBo ¢ mevdanbHow nctopuent
CEroAHst BCTPEYAET KOKAOTO COTHEM AETCKMX YIbIOOK.

M#He paBHo xotenocs nocetvs Kambomky. M kak Tonsko
MOSBUANACH TAKOS BO3MOXHOCTb, 51 IONIO HE PA3AYyMbIBAN,
XOTSl POAMTENN U IPY3bst OTFOBAPMBAIIM EXAT B CTOAHY, KO-
TOPQS ELLE HEAABHO NEPEXMIA TEPPOP W BOMHSIL. Lns mers
Kambomka Hauanacs ¢ cesepHoro ropoaka Criempean, B
O3POMNOPTY KOTOPOTO CTPOTME TAMOXEHHUKM NMOOHEPEL-
HO MepeacBany MO NACTOPT APy APYrY, NOKA HAKOHEL,
OMH M3 HMX He BKNeMn Tyaa 3enenyio i3y Koponescrea.

Kapkmit Crempean HAYEM He OTAIMUAETCS OT eBPONeN-
CKOTO KYPOPTA: BHICTPOMBLUMCL BAOMb [OPOMM, UCKIIO-
YUTENBHO POCKOLLHbIE OTENM NECTPEIOT 3CUMAHYMBLIMM
7151 TYPUCTOB HO3BAHMAMU — «LpesHii AHrkop», «Paii»,
«Meuta». Bosne 0oMm1koB B KONOHUAMBHOM CTUNE MOM-
KUACIOT MPYBLIYHLIE A1 HOC MHOMAPKU M OBbIUHBIE 4N
MECTHBIX TYK-TyKW — rMOpma MOTOLMKIA U kapeTsl. Ha
TOKOM TPQHCTIOPTHOM CPEACTBE MEPCOHAMbHbIM BOAN-
Tenb AOBE3ET Tebsi C BETEPKOM TyAd, KyAd NOMPOCHLLb, O
Thl, CMAS NOA, HOBECOM (OT AOXAS WK NANSLLETO COMHLUAY),

HOCTIOKACELLBCS BULOM W HyBCTBYELLb CeOsi NO-LAPCKM.
30ech He HyXXHO HAMPSIrATLCS MO NOBOLY S3bIKOBOTO 6a-
PbePa v OBMEHA BATIOT — BCIOAY TOBOPST NO-CHIIUACKH,
na v gonnapamv 8 Kambomke HUKOro He yameniub. MHo-
CTPOHHBIMA KYMIOPOMM MOXHO 3QNNATUTL 30 BXOOHOM
6unet B8 AHIKop, NPUOBPECTU Y O30PHBIX AETULIEK HA
ynuue knurn Lonely Planet u aaxxe kynmTs nenvkatecs Ha
MECTHbIX prHKOX.

XpOMOBIF KOMMEKC AHTKOP, KOTOPBINA HA3LIBAIOT CEPL:-
uem Kambomxu, CuMTaeTcst BU3WUTHOM KAPTOUKOM CTPa-
Hbl. B CBOMX TypUCTUYECKMX MEUTOX 5 NPEACTABNSNG, KK
000y NELLKOM KOXAYIO PYWHY, KOKObIM KaMEHb ApEs-
Hero ropoaa. Ho Meutam He cyxaeHo Bbino cobITbCs, No-
TOMY 4TO B PEQrbHOCTH AAXKE OObEXATh BECH KOMMIEKC
HQ TYK-TyKe 3a UMb AeHb MPAKTUHECKM HEBOMOXHO —
ero NPOTAXEHHOCTb cocTarnseT 24 kml

TpyaHO NPEACTABTS, YTO HA STOM MECTE PAHbLLIE HOXOAWST-
CS1 LENbI ropOf, CTOBLLMM B / BEKE CTOMMLEN KXMEPCKOTO
rOCYAOPCTBA, KOTOPOE PACMONAranocs HA TEPPUTOPUM
coBpemerHbix Tannaraa, HOxHoro BeetHama, Jlaoca u
Kambomxu 1 noctnmo pacuseta B 12 sexke. Morywectso
MMNEPMM OTODPAXANOCH U B XPAMAX, KOTOPHIE CTPOUM
st cebs 1 CBOMX BOrOB MOHAPXY, CUMTABLLME Ce0st «MPa-
BUTENIMM MUPO». Kaxapid MbiTancs npeB3oiTv cBoero
MPEALECTBEHHMKA, M yxe K 15 Beky B AHTKOpe HOCUMTbI-
BAMMCb COTHM KYSITOBBIX COOPYXKEHUIA. [0BOPST, YTO B TE
BpEMeHa ropog, 6bin KpynHewwmm 8 mupe. Ero morytue-
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do their predecessor. Thus, by the 15" century, there were
hundreds of places of worship in Angkor, and, they say,
it was the largest city in the world. Its power fell under the
onslaught of the Siamese army in 1432. The abandoned
complex was devoured by insidious jungles, which, more
than 400 years later, French naturalist Henri Mouhot tried
desperately to get through. Wild animals, poisonous
snakes, giant spiders, and hungry mosquitoes all hindered
a two-year expedition, but the discovery was worth such
sacrifices — Angkor was found!

Of the mullitude of the complex's sfone structures, the main
temple baring the same name is cerfainly worth visiting.
Angkor Wat (“temple city") is what is depicted on the flag
of Cambodia. It resembles a termite mound protected by
towers from the tails of ratlesnakes. The world's largest
religious structure was built back in the 12" century in the
likeness of the sacred, mythical Mount Meru, where, ac-
cording to the Hindu religion, all the gods live. So that they
were not burdened by human existence, the temple was
surrounded by a high wall and a 200-metre-wide moat.
Today, these measures do not prevent the crowds of four-
ists descending like so many multicoloured butterflies on this
bright UNESCO World Heritage Site. You could spend a
whole day here just looking at all the dancers depicted on
the walls. With their alluring gestures and poses, it was as
if they had hypnotized my camera. They say that not one
figure is repeated; even the earrings, beads and facial ex-
pressions are different. By way of a rickety staircase, you

can climb fo the fop of the femple and take in the surround-
ing area. | was stopped by a scary security guard and fold
thatyou cannot go in in shorts and with bare shoulders. My
guide gallantly lent me his trousers and shirf, insisfing that |
just had to see the view. And how grateful | was o him!
From the heart of the “termite mound” | saw what the gods
must have seen: the temple’s cascading towers reaching
up fo the heavens, and the all-consuming jungle, stretching
far beyond the horizon.

Not least impressive also was the pyramid-like Bayon
femple. It features hundreds of stone faces, which either
greet you with a smile or sferly follow your every move.
On each of the towers the heads are placed according to
the four cardinal points. The sfone emotions are especially
beautiful when captured in photographs. The innocent
smiles of the local kids begging a dollar for cute knick-
knacks bring you back to reality.

But perhaps the most spectacular of the temples is Ta
Prohm. It is the one you've seen in the movie Lara Croft:
Tomb Raider and you won't be making a mistake calling
it by the name of the profagonist ~that's what the locals
call it foday. The strong roots of banyan frees are so com-
pletely entwined in the ruins that it seems as if they were a
stone that had faken root in a free. Here the atmosphere
of antiquity and mysticism really makes itself felt. | was even
inexplicably compelled fo turn off the beaten track towards
some overhanging frees. But as | was later told, it is strictly

CTBO MQMO MOZ, HATUCKOM CUAMCKOM apmin B 1432 rogy.
3a6pOLLEHHbIV KOMMIEKC MOMIOTUN KOBAPHBIE [XXYHIM, B
kotopeie cryctst Gonee 400 net otBAXMNCS CTyNUTb GPaH-
uy3ckuit HaTypanmet Axprt Myo. vikve 3epu, siposutsie
3MEW, TUIaHTCKUE NAYKM W MPOXOPIMBLIE MOCKMUTHI CTOSIN
HO MYV ABYXTIETHEM SKCMIEMMLMM, HO OTKPBITUE CTOMIO MO-
[06HbIX XepT8. AHrkop Obin HaigeH!

113 MHOXECTBA KAMEHHbIX COOPYXEHMI KOMMNIEKCA Obsi-
30TENbHO CTOWT NOCETUTb MABHBIA XPAM C OBHOUMEHHBIM
Ha3BaHKem. Arrkop Bar («ropoa-xpams) nsobpaxen Ha
dbnare Kambomku; OH HANMOMUHOET TEPMUTHIK, KOTOPbIN
OKPY>QIOT OALLHM M3 XBOCTOB rpemyHnx amei. KpynHen-
Liee KysbTOBOE COOPYXEHME MMPA ObIIO MOCTPOEHO
ele 8 12 Beke No NonobMio CBSLLEHHOM MUDHYECKON
ropsl Mepy, rae, No yTBEPXAEHWIO WMHOYMCTOB, KMBYT
BCe Boru. A 4Tob 1x He 0bpemMeHaNo Yenosedeckoe Obi-
Ve, XPOM OKPYXurn Bbicokor cteHor 1 200-meTposbim
peom. CeroaHs 3TM Mepbl MPeaOCTOPOXHOCTH He CNaca-
10T OT TOAN TYPUCTOB, KOTOPLIE, KK PA3HOLBETHbIE Q-
BOYUKY, CNETAIOTCS HA SPKMMA OOBEKT, HOXOAALLMMACH NOA
oxparorn OHECKO. 3pecs MOXHO NOTPATWTL LEenble
[EHb, POCCMATPUBAS M3OBPAKEHHbIX HO CTEHAX TAHLOB-
wiu, OHu OYATO MMNHOTUMPYIOT BAC MOHSILLMMM NO3CMM
M XecTomu. [OBOPSIT, UTO HI OMH PUCYHOK HE MOBTOPSI-
eTCsi: XOTs Obl cepbri, OyChl UK BEIPAXEHME NMLA OyayT
apyrmi. 1o onacHsiM CTyneHbKam MOXHO B30HpATCS
HO BEPXYLUKY XPAMAO W OKMHYTb B3MISHOM MECTHOCTb.
MeHs OCTAHOBWI rPO3HbIN OXPAHHMK W CKA3Ar, YTO B CBSi-

THIHIO HEMb3S1 BXOMAMTH B LUIOPTAX M C OTKPBITHIMM MIEUaMM.
Moit cryTHVK ranaHTHO MPEANoXMT MHE CBOW LUTOHLI U
PyOaLLKy, YBEPSS, YTO 3Ty NAHOPAMY i MPOCTO 0OS3AHA
yBuaeTb. V1 kak e s 6uina emy GnarogapHal M3 cepaua
«TEPMUATHVKA» 9 YBMAENA TO, YTO AOMXHbl Obiv BUAETH
6oru: kackagbl BaleH Xpama, CTpeMILMXCS K Heby, u
HECKOHEUHbIE IKYHTIIW, [IANEKO YXOLSLLIME 30 TOPU3OHT.

He metee Bneyammn meHs U npammaansHsii xpam baii-
oH. OH COCTOWT 13 COTEH KAMEHHBIX fML, KOTOPLIE TO C
YIBIOKOW BCTPEUAIOT TeOS, TO MPO3HO CRIENT 30 KAXIbIM
warom. Ha kaxaor s 6alleH ronossl pasMecTumcs no
YeTbpem CTOPOHAM CBETA. MeCTHble PEOSTULLKM CBOEM
HOVBHOM YIbIOKOM BO3BPOLLAIOT B PEANbHOCTb, KIAHYA
[ONAP 30 MUbie Be3aenyLku.

Ho, noxanyit, camsiit sdpdekTHbIN 13 xpamor — Ta [ Toom.
VmeHHo ero bl Biaenu B duneme «Jlapa Kpod: pacxu-
TUTENbHULIG IPOBHML 1 He OLIMOETECH, HA3BAB ErO MMe-
HEM TMOBHOM repouHit. VIMeHHO Tak Temeps BenMuaioT
€ro MeCTHble xuTenu ceroas. MoLLHbie KOpHM BaHbIHOB
0BBUMM PYMHBI TOK CUMBHO, YTO KOXETCs, ByATo 3TO Ka-
MeEHb BPOC B AEPEBO. 3[ECh AENCTBUTENBHO UyBCTBYETCS
aTMOCdEPa OPEBHOCTH U MUCTVKM. MeHs HeOOBSCHUMO
TAHYNIO CBEPHYTb C TYPUCTUUYECKOM TPOMMHKM B CTOPOHY
HaBuMcaloWyx depesbes. Kak MHe ckasanu nosxe, ¢ Ao-
POXEK KATErOPMHECKM 3AMPELLAETCS OTXOAWTL, BEMdb B
[DKYHITISIX, MOMMMO BCEX APYIUX OMACHOCTEN, CYLLECTBY-
€T BEPOSITHOCTb HATKHYTLCS HA MUHY, koTopsix nog Cu-
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forbidden to deviate from the fracks because in addition to
all the other hazards of the jungle, there is the likelihood of
stumbling info a mine, of which Siem Reap has up to 6 mil-
lion! However, don't let the fact that Cambodia is one of
the most mine-ridden countfries in the world put you off, as
the most inferesting places in the country are safe.

The day had flown by like a flash and was nearing its
end. Our driver suggested we climb fo the high mountain-
temple Ta Keo, whose construction began in 975 CE.
Under the crackle of cicadas, we climbed a dirt path to
the stone pyramid. Climbing up the long, narrow sfaircase
was terrifying, and occasionally you had to climb up with
your hands. At the fop, many people had gathered for the
Cambodian sunset. There were Japanese people, Ger-
mans, Russians, Americans, Buddhist monks... The pyramid
seemed o me like the Tower of Babel, where no one un-
derstood anyone'’s language, but they all had a common
goal. As soon as the sun disappeared, dusk instantly fell
upon us.

The next day we wanted to see Tonle Sap, the coun-
iry's largest lake. Because of its impressive dimensions,
it is nicknamed “Cambodia’s inland sea”. As with ev-
erything in the Kingdom, the lake has two different lives
~ before the rainy season and after. In the calm season,
it barely reaches 3000 km?; but everything changes
when the rain starts to pour. Tonle Sap expands to up to
16,000 km? and becomes nine times deeper, dramati-
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cally changing the way of life for the Khmers. We asked
our driver to take us o the legendary floating village. He
meekly gave us alift to the start of a clay road, and then
caught a motorcyclist, putting us in the care of locals. |
clung on to the biker for dear life for around 30 minutes
through potholes and deep puddles. As soon as we
saw the first signs of life, | suggested walking. At first
glance the village seemed poor, but homely. You saw
two-storey wooden houses, in which women were do-
ing laundry and cooking. The men slept in hammocks,
and kids frolicked naked in nearby dried up pools. As
our driver explained to me, in the rainy season, only
the tops of the houses can be seen coming out of the
lake; everything else ends up under the golden water
of Tonle Sap. Without electricity, water and medical
care it seems that time has stopped here, and people
live like they did 300 years ago. Only colourful T-shirts
with American slogans put us in the present. The dirt-
covered kids running around naked radiate so much
joy, that, without realising if, | myself began to smile. On
seeing my white face, they rushed to me with curios-
ity and wanted to give me all their riches: some paper
goods, chopsticks, flowers... My travelling companio
and | gave them a Frisbee, with which the whole v
gathered round to play. The kids did not reali
having much, they gave me the most pri
all - a sincere and incorruptible smil
Cambodia was revealed to m
with frue emotions.
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empeanom HacuuTeisaetcs 4o O munnmorHos! Brpouem,
MycTb BAC He nyraeT ToT ¢akT, 4to Kambomxa sensetcs
OfIHOW U3 HaMBOMEE 3AMUHUPOBAHHBIX CTOAH MMPQ, BEdb
COMbIE MHTEPECHBIE MECTA CTPAHBI 6E30MACHSI.

HeHb nponeten MrHOBEHHO 1 BAM3NCS K 30BEPLUEHMIO.
Haw sogutens nocosetoBan B3o6PATLCS HA BEICOKMIA
xpam-ropy Ta Keo, cTpounTtenscTeo KOTOporo Ha4anock
ewe B 975 rogy. [Nog Tpeck Wwikan Mbl NOAHANMCH MO
rPYHTOBOM [OPOXKE K kKameHHoM mvpamuge. C kaxapim
LIArOM MO Y3KVMM BHICOKMM CTYMEHBKAM MOAHMMATECS
610 BCE CTPALLHEE, A MHOTAA ACXKE MPUXOMNIOCH AEP-
XaTbCS PyKamu. Ha BeplumHe cobpanocb MHOrO xe-
NAIOLMX BCTPETUTL KAMOOIKUMCKMIA 3aKaT. 3pecs Guinm
SINOHLI, HEMLII, PYCCKME, OMEPMKAHLI, Oyaguickue Mo-
Hoxu... [upamuaa HanomuHana BaswunoHekyo HatuHio,
FOE HVKTO HE MOHWUMAI S36IKA APYT APYTa, HO Y BCEX Obina
00O LeTb. M KaK TOMBKO COMHLE CKPBIIOCh, HA HAC MO-
MEHTQIBHO ONYCTUMNC CYMEPKM.

Ha cremyiowmit aeHs Mol xoTenu yeuaets camoe 6onb-
LIOe 03epO CTPAHbI [oHnecan. M3-3a coux BHyLUMTEb-
HbIX Pa3MEPOB ero npo3sani KambomkmACKym BHYTDEH-
Hum mopem. Kak 1y scero B Koponesctee, y o3epa ects
[BE PA3HbIE XM3HW — OO M MOCe Ce3oHa Joxaen. B
CNOKOMHbIM ce3oH nnowwaas o3epa okono 3000 ks. km,
HO BCE MeHsieTcs, KOra ¢ Heba nbeT Boga. loHnecan
paspacrtaetcs o 16000 k8. kM 1 CTAHOBKTCS B AEBATH
pa3 mMy6xe, KAPAUHATLHO MEHSI OOPA3 KM3HM KXMEDOB.

Mbi nonpocunm BoguTens OTBE3TH HAC K NEreHaapHoM
nnasyyen pepesqe. OH [oBE3 HAC 4O MECTQ, rae Ha-
YMHANACH TMHSHAS [OPOrd, O TAM OCTAHOBMIT MOTOLM-
KIMCTA M Nepeaan Hac Ha nonedyeHrne mectHsix. Okono
30 MMHYT MO BEIBOMHOM M [TYOOKMM TyXOM s exanda,
BLEMVBLUMC B BeaHoro Harkepa. 1 Kak TOnbKo Mbl yBu-
[iEMV NEPBbIE NMPUHAKM XKM3HM, i TPELATIOXUNA UATH NeLu-
koM. [Tokazanmes ByXaTaxHbIe fepeBsHHbIE JOMUKM, B
KOTOPBIX KEHLLMHbI CTUPANM U TOTOBUNM €Ly, MyXUYMHbI
CNONM B FAMAKOX, O PEBSTHS TONBILIOM PE3BUNACH B 30-
CHIXQIOLWMX PABOM Tyxax. Kak oObsICHUN MHE BOZMTENb,
B CE30H JOXOEN HA MOBEPXHOCTU O3epa BUAHEIOTCS
TOSMBKO BEPXYLLKU JOMOB, O BCE OCTAMBHOE OKA3LIBAETCS
nog, peixer Bofoi ToHnecana. bes anektpudectaa, Bogs
M MEOULIMHCKOM NMOMOLLM NIOMV B AEPEBHE XMBYT TAK XE,
kak v 300 net Hasag, N9 Ha 3T, KaXeTCs, YTO Bpems
30eCh OCTaHOBMMOCH. W Tonbko sipkre byTbonku ¢ ame-
PUKAHCKUMI HOAMMCSIMM HO OBUTATENSX AEPEBHM BbIAC-
IOT COBPEMEHHOCTB. FyMa3ble AETULIKM M3MYHQIOT CTOMb-
KO PALOCTH, YTO, HE 30MEYas 3TOrO, s U COMA HAYanNa
ynb6aTsCs. YBrOes moe Genoe NnUo, OHU C MHTEPECOM
NOHECANCh KO MHE, Xenas NOOenmUTbCS BCEM, Yem Bbin
BoraThl: KAKMMK-TO BYMOKKOMM, MANOYKAMM, LBET
M... Mbl CO CNyTHUKOM NOBCPMIM UM TOPENKYz
WUrpaTh B KOTOPYIO COEXANACh BCs AEPEBH
[OrabIBAMMCh, YTO, HE MMES HUYETO,
CaMOE LOPOroe — UCKPEHHIOIO ¥
1 IMEHHO TaKOM ANs MEHs O
KA — 3K30TUYECKAs CTP
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