ives long ago and
our daily routine. We
g, drink tea in the afternoon
icolour Bollywood movies when
the channels at night. In any major
can easily find an Indian restaurant and
bookshop, the Kama Sutra. Even in New
rk, more often than not, the voice floating out of
a taxi giving advice on where to find the nearest
entertainment complex will belong to a driver who
hails from India.

Many have travelled to this land of sharp contrasts,
from The Beatles to Steve Jobs, in search of cre-
ative freedom - and have found it. Even perenni-
ally swamped businesspeople have stayed on after
what was supposed to be a weeklong trip to India,
for several months, even a year. | know someone
who decided to make a dash for India, having
never been before, immediately after the crisis,
and he travelled around on a month’s savings for
six months. He would share this valuable piece of
advice: don't plan and don't book anything in ad-
vance because with some Indian cities, you want to
get out of there as soon as possible, whereas with
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others, you want fo stay on for an undetermined
period of time. And as the county's fourist slogan
‘Incredible India" suggests, its first impression is
guaranteed to shock.

The locals flock to those who look foreign, like moths
to flames. To them, you are nof so much an oppor-
tunity to make some money, as a chance to grant
their children a fortunate life. How so2 Accord-
ing to local karmic laws, if a white person touches
a child, that child will automatically become more
fortunate. That is why Hindus hold out their children
to the tourists, and they are not shy about touching
the newcomers.

The second shock descends upon tourists finding
themselves on a road. The worst road traffic you've
ever seen pales in comparison to the roads in In-
dia’s megacities. Besides cars, trucks and off-road
vehicles being on the roads, cows and bulls peri-
odically turn up. They are of course holy animals
and their killing is punished by the deprivation of
freedom, in practically every state in the country.
So local inhabitants cautiously drive around or hum-
bly make way for these large, horned beasts. The
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HeApWNach B Hawwy
CEOHEBHOCTU. YTPOM Mbl
bEM 4YaM, O BEYEPOM, Nepe-
HblE KOHAIB, HOTHIKAEMCS Ha ne-
yackve dunbmbl. B kaxgom merano-
€3 TPYAa HOXOAUM WHOMMACKMI PECTOPAH,
BOM KHKHOM marasmHe — kiuru no Kamacy-
e. A 13 HbIO-MOPKCKMX aBTOMOBMNEN [OHOCKUTCS
rofoc onepaTopad, KOTOPLIN PEKOMEHAYET BaM Onu-
KAWMLIME PO3BNEKATENbHBIE KOMMNEKCH, MPW STOM
onepaTop HaxoamTcs B MHamm.

B cTpaHy peskux KOHTPACTOB B MOMCKAX TBOPYE-
CKOM cBODOMH OTNPABASNIUCE MHOTWE: OT bKTna go
Crtuea xobca — n Haxoaunu ee. A BeYHO 3QHH-
Thie BU3HECMEHB NOCNEe HEAENbHOTO MyTellecTBus
ocTaBANMCh B MIHAMM HO HECKOMbKO MecsLeB, d TO
v Ha rod. OauH MOM 3HOKOMBI PELNN MAXHYTb B
HEU3BECTHYIO CTPAHY CPA3Y MOCNe KPU3KUCA U HA
cbepexeHus, PACCYUTAHHBIE HO Mecad, CTPaH-
cteoran Tam nonrond. OH Xe NoAenuncs LeHHbIM
COBETOM He MIGHUPOBATL U HE BPOHMPOBATL HM-
4ero 3apaHee, Befb M3 OOHWX MHAMMCKMX ropo-
[IOB 30XO4YeTCs MIHOBEHHO cOexdarb, d B APYIUX
HOOBOPOT — OCTATLCS HA HEOMPELENEHHbIN CPOK.
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JE HEIETE

W, kak yTeepxaaeT Typuctudeckui cnorax «Incredible
India» (<HesepostHaa WHaua»), nepsoe sneuatne-
HUE FOPAHTUPOBAHHO BYAET WOKMPYIOLWMM.

[locmoTpeTb Ha 4eNnoBEKA MHOCTPAHHOW BHELWHOCTM
MecCTHble chberatoTcs, Kak Ha xneb ¢ BapeHbem. s
HMX Bbl HE CTOMBKO BO3MOXHOCTb 30paboTaTh, CKOSMb-
KO LIGHC NOAGPWTL WMX OETAM CYACTIMBYIO KM3Hb.
Kakum obpazom@ MecTHble Kapmmyeckme 3aKOHbI
YTBEPXAAIOT, YTO, eCnn BEenokoXuin JOTPOHETCs [0
pebeHKka, TOT OBTOMATMYECKM CTAHOBMTCS YAQUMM-
BE€E, MO3TOMY MHAYCH U MPOTArMBAIOT TYPUCTAM CBOE
4ago. V1 camu He CTECHSIOTCS KOCHYTLCS MPUE3XKMX.

Bropoit Wok HOCTUraeT, Kak TOMbKO TYPUCT OKA3bl-
BOeTCs Ha Tpacce. ErnneTckuit xaoc nokaxeTcs Um-
BMNM30BAHHBIM TPAHCMOPTHBIM ABMXEHUEM NO CPAB-
HEHMIO C TPAPUKOM B MHOMWACKMI Meranonmcax. A
BCE MOTOMY, YTO KPOME OBTOMOOUIIEN, TPY30BUKOB
W BHEAOPOXHWKOB, HO AOPOraX NEPUOAMYECKM NO-
SBASIOTCS KOPOBbI 1 Bbiku. Kak M3BECTHO, OHU CYu-
TAIOTCS CBALLEHHBIMM XMBOTHBIMM, O WX YOUHCTBO
KapaeTcs NueHuem CcBoOOAb MPAKTUHECKU BO
BCEX LWTATOX CTPAHb. [103TOMy MecTHble XuTenu
OCTOPOXHO OOBE3XKAIOT U TEPNENNBO MPOMYCKAIOT
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cattle is occasionally joined by monkeys, whom it
is also prohibited to harm. Together, they make for
long and protracted traffic jams.

The next shock tourists receive is the most difficult one
fo come tfo terms with. Itis food, can you believe it2
There are whole legends about the organic trans-
formations that occur inside those unaccustomed to
Indian delicacies, and which medicines help with
the unexpected upset stomach. There are unsani-
tary conditions and it is the spicy dishes that are to
blame for all this. It may seem like a joke but the
advice given is that consuming alcohol before and
after eating in India is vital. In fact, many visitors of
Goa, for example, cunningly keep a constant supply
of alcohol on them to disinfect their food.

In their culinary tastes, the Hindus themselves stick
to the rules of their religion. Both Hinduism and
Islam influence the food here. As unusual as it may
seem to some, even members of the same family
may eat separately in order to follow their religious
denomination. Southern India is celebrated for its
vegetarian culinary delights.  The west coast spoils
us with a wide variety of fish and seafood. But the
famous Indian rum can be found all over. It was
offered to some friends of mine as part of a promo-
tion with the car they had rented together with a
driver for the entire duration of their trip. The added

extra was provided every day by the bottle. The
driver took a great interest in their health but was
baffled as to why, on only the second day, they
turned down the intoxicating drink.

Once you have made it through all three stages of
shock and come to grips with the local customs, it
is time fo take in India’s amazing architecture and
unique natural riches. The most popular spot to relax
in is by all accounts Goa. It appeals to those who
are hippies in hearf, so much that in the 1960's In-
dia’s smallest state turned info the meefing point of the
flower children. Their descendants to this day sfill sun-
bathe here under the hot sun, finding it their own little
piece of paradise on Earth. Apparently, paradise is
located in north Goa, in Anjuna, if only for the fact that
that is where the country's freest and most colourful
hippies flock fo.

For all those captivated by the snowy-white Taj Mahal
and fales of everlasting love, Agra is the city you are
looking for. Then there's the capital, New Delhi, which
is difficult to skip since practically all air corridors lead
there. This year, the city is flinging its doors open fo
everyone in honour of its jubilee: exactly 100 years
ago, the British powers made the decision to move
the capital from Kolkata to Delhi. A century ago, as
part of a project by leading English architect Edwin
Lutyens, some broad boulevards were set among the
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KpYMHbI poraTsiri ckoT. K kopoBam uHoraa npuco-
eAMHSIOTCS 06E3bsiHbI, WX TAKXE HEeMb3s obmxaTs. M
BMECTE OHM YCTPAUBAIOT AIMHHLIE U NMPOSONXUTEMb-
Hble NPOOKU.

Hanbwe — ovepepHoe notpsicerne, C KOTOPHIM
cMupuThCs TpyaHee scero. Ena, rocnopal Xogar
uensie fereHasl O TOM, Kakue TpaHchopmaumy
NPOUCXOAAT C HENPMBLIKWUM K WHAMACKMM OEu-
KOTECAM OPraHM3MOM W KOKME TPABbI MOMOTQIOT C
HEOXMAAHHBIMU  XENYLOYHBIMU  PACCTPONCTBAMM.
BuHoi Bcemy aHTUCaOHWTOpUS M OCTpbie OMioaa.
LLyTkn pagwm, HO coBeT ynoTpebnaTs ankorons Ao
v nocne nornouienve nuwm 8 VHaMm okassisaeTcs
KaK Henb3as kcTatu. [1pasaa, MHore oTasixaiolme
HO [0Q YACTEHBKO XMTPAT W BHAAIOT CBOE MOCTO-
SHHOE OfbsHEHWE 30 AesunHdekumio nuwm. Camu
Xe WHAOYCHl B KYJMHAPHBIX MPUCTRACTUSX CREeayioT
npaeunam ceoen penurmn. Ha spewHion KyxHiO
NOBAMSIM MHAYM3M M MyCynbMaHcTBo. Kak cTpaH-
HO 3TO HEe 3BYYMT, HO ACXE UNEHb OLHOW CeMbH
MOTYT MUTATLCS OTOENBHO, CNEedys CBOEMY BEPOU-
cnosegaruio. Or Muaum cnasutcs npuctpactuamm
K BEreTapuaHcKom kyxHe. 3anapHoe nobepexbe
nobanyer WUPoOKUM BHOOPOM pbIbE 1 MOPENpPO-
AYKTOB. A 3HAMEHUTHIN MHAMMACKMI POM HAMAeETCS
BO BCel cTpaHe. Ero, B kavectse 6oHyca, npen-
NAranM MOWM MOAPYraM B TAKCH, KOTOPOE OHM
OpPEHOOBANM BMECTE C BOAWUTENEM HA BECb NEPUOL

MyTELEeCTBUs, NPUYEM KAXOBIM AeHb MO OyThiIKE.
YOMBREHHbBIM TOKCKUCT BCIO AOPOrY MHTEPECOBACS
MX 30OPOBLEM M HE MOT MOHATb, MOYEMY HO BTOPOM
OEHb OHM OTKA3ANMCh OT MbAHALWErO HAMUTKA.

[porias Bce TpM 3TANA LOKA U CMUPMBLLMCH C MECT-
HbIMV MPABMIAMM, HOCTYNAET CAMOE BPEMS 3AMETUThL
YOMBUTENBHYIO APXUTEKTYPY M HEODbIUHYIO NpUpomy
ctpaHsl. Cambim NOMYNSIPHEIM MECTOM 1S OTABIXA B
WHouv no npasy cuntaetcs [oa. Ero obniobosanm
Te, KOMY BnIM30K fyx xunnu, Tak kak B ©0-e rogsl co-
MBI MANEHBbKMIM WTAT NPEBPATUICH B MECTO TYCOBOK
«fleTel LBeToB». VX NOTOMKM 4O CMX NOp 3aropaioT
NOA SPKMM COMHLEM, HOMAS CBOM pait Ha 3emne. [o-
BOPSIT, OH HaxoauTCs Ha cesepe [oa, B AHgxyHe. [1o
KparHer mepe, Tyga CneTalTcs CaMble PACKOBAH-
Hble M gpK1e XMUNNK CTPAHSI.

Ocrasum Arpy ans Bcex Tex, Koro socxuiiaet b6eno-
cHexxHbIM Tagx Maxan v ckaskun o BeyHoMn nobseu. A
yTO Kacaetcs ctommul, Heio-Llenu, ee Gynet TpyaHo
MPOMYCTUTL, TAK KOK TyLd BEAyT MPAKTUYECKM BCE
asmagoporu. B 3Tom rogy sopota ropoaa pacnax-
HyTCsl AN BCex 8 YecTs obunes: posHo 100 net Ha-
304 BPUTAHCKMMU BNACTSIMM BBINO MPUHATO peLleHne
nepeHectu ctonumuy u3 Kanbkyttsl 8 denun. Bex Hasag
No NPOEKTY BEAyLLero QHMMIUCKOro apXMTEKTOPA
SpeuHa JlioTbeHa BO3ne yxe CylecTsyloWwero ro-
POLA BHPOCHM LUMPOKME ByrbBAPLI, YCAXEHHbE Ae-

69

YOUTH TIME I N2 10 | APRIL-MAY 2012



A TRAVEL NOTES: SHOCKING INDIA

70

trees nearby Delhi, already in existence. A few years
later, New Delhi emerged as the smallest part of the
hulking mefropolis. But in spite of all the geographical
confusion, the Indian government is sfill seated at this
spot, concealed in the centre of the megacity. Ac-
cording fo legend, today's New Delhi is the eighth
city to have stood here, though other versions count
it as the fifteenth. For the previous inhabitants moving
from one place fo another, it was hip. | hope that fo-
day's population will not follow this ancient tradition;
otherwise we shall see the greatest migration of our
time, and certainly the most colourful.

The Hindus' traditional dress really catches the eye.
Amidst the layers of women's multicoloured saris,
you will also observe several kilograms of adorn-
ments. The custom there is that men express their
love through a good quantity of jewellery, which
they shower their wives and daughters with. Even
in the poorest family, women's necks and fingers
display a colourful array of stones. This is such a
recognisable image, and itlong ago became a big
part of Bombay films, and many Europeans associ-
ate it with the Hindu way of life.

Then there are the unusual dances with their piercing
songs. Through their traditional dances, women are
not in fact aiming to display all the charms of their un-
dulating bodies; they are actually telling a story with

their dancing. Each gesture has its own meaning: the
arms take on the role of the alphabet and the eyes
denote an emotional state. For example, the dancer
may depict with her fingers the god Vishnu, but if her
eyebrows are knitted together, it means he is not in
good spirits. | learned about the finer points of art
from an Indian dance teacher who once went for
a week to Delhi and ended up staying in the coun-
fry for several years, abandoning her legal career.
Upon refurning with her husband and a set of twins
in fow, she opened up her own school.

They say that in this land of confrasts you find your
own meaning. My own yoga teacher never once
considered asana or meditation, until his trip to India.
It was during Holi, the amazing festival of colours
dedicated fo the arrival of spring, that a significant
event occurred. Every year under the full moon in
February or March, cities and people turn into a real
rainbow. By decorating each other with different
colours and pouring dyed water over each other,
Hindus believe that fortune will not fail to enter
ery home. But don't be concerned with peg
around you daubing themselves from he
the colours help to purge them of thei
fill their lives with colourful meapi

kernel of truth that my yoga
stand after his first and
haps, therein too lie

pesbamu. Cnycta rogst Heto-flenn ctan scero nuwes
MONEHbKOW YACTbIO TPOMagHoM meTpononuu Henu.
Ho, He cMOTpsi Ha Hekylo reorpaduueckyio Hepas-
Bepuxy, NpasKTENLCTBO VHaMM [O Cix nop 3acena-
€T B TOM COMOM CTOMMLE, 4TO CNPATAIACh B LEHTpe
meranonuca. CornacHo nereHaam, COBPEMEHHbIN
Holo-Llenn — yxe BOCbMOM MO cHETY rOpOA HA STOM
MeCTe, XOTS eCTb BepCHs, YTO NsTHaaUaTei. [ng Tor-
AOWHUX XWUTENen nepees3xaTtb C OOHOTO MeCTa Ha
npyroe 610 npusbluHbEIM. Hagetocs, cospemerHoe
HaceneHue He nocnenyeT 3TOW OPEBHEN TPAAULMK,
MHQYe Cy4YUTCs COMOE FPOHAMO3HOE NepeceneHue
HOPOAOB HALLIErO BDEMEHU, K TOMY Xe U CAMOE Kpa-
couHoe. Befib TpaAnLMOHHbIE KOCTIOMbI MHAYCOB OPO-
CalOTCsl B A3, KAK gpkue mawnHsl Ha Kybe.

3a CrosiMM NecTporo XEeHCKOro Capu NPOCMaTPM-
BQIOTCS KMIOrpammel ykpatwenuit. Cuutaetcs, 41O
nobosb MyXeW BLIDOXAETCH B KONMYeCTBE Oparo-
LEeHHOCTEN, KOTOPBIMM OHM 30AAPMBAIOT CBOMX XEH
n pouek. daxe B camol BedHOM cembe XeHckue
LWwen W Nanblsl NECTPST KAMHAMM. TAKOM Y3HABOEMbIN
«1yK» AABHO CTAN 4ACTbiO Homberckmnx bunbmos, 1
Yy MHOTMX €BpOnenues OH accouumpyeTtca C o6po-
3om mHaycos. Kak u HEeOObIYHbIE TAHL CO 3BOHKMMM
necHamu. KcTam, XeHLLMHb CBOMMM TOAAMLUMOHHBIMM
MIACKAMM HE MBITAKTCS NOKA3ATL BCE NPENecTu U3r-
6OB TENA — OHM NKLLb POCCKA3bIBAIOT, O YEM TAHLYIOT.
Oka3blBaeTCs, KAKAOMY KECTY MPUCYLL CBOM CMBICT:

PYKu UrpaioT pors andasinta, a masa 0bo3HauaoT
3MOLMOHANbHOE cocTosiHke. Hanpumep, naobpaxa-
eT XeHWuHa nansuamu 6ora Buwny, a 6posu npu
5TOM FPO3HO COBMHYNA — 3HAYMT, MIABHbLIK repOn He
B Ayxe. OB 3TVX TOHKOCTAX s y3HANA OT Npenoaasa-
TEeNbHMLL MO MHOMMACKMM TAHLAOM, KOTOpPAs B CBOE
BPEMS Cbe3AWNa Ha Hefenbky 8 enn u octanacs B
CTPAHE HO HECKOMKO NeT, BPOCKB I0PUOMYECKYIO
Kapbepy. A, BEPHYBLUKCh YXXE C MyXEM 1 ABYMS Onn3-
HALIKAMM, OTKPBING CBOIO LUKOMY. A MO yunTeb no
fiore He UMen HUKAKOTO MPefcTaBieHus o6 acaHax
W MeauTauumn 1o noesaku B MHamio. Tenepb oH roeo-
PWT, 4TO B CTPOHE KOHTPACTOB HALWEN CBOM CMBICH.

Cnyuunnocs 3170 3HameHaTensHoe cobbiThe BO Bpe-
Msl YAMBUTENBHOMO NpasfHMka Xonu — dectunsans
KPOCOK, MOCBSLEHHOrO npuxody BecHs. Kaxmsii
rof, B peBpane-mapTe BO BPEMS MOSHOMYHUS TO-
POAQ M JIOAM NPEBPALLAIOTCS B OAHY CMIOLLHYIO
paayry. Pasykpawusas apyr 4pyra pasHouUBETHbI-
MU KPACKAMM 1 0B6nMBAS NOAKPALIEHHOM BOLOW,
WHIOYChl BEPST, YTO TAKMM ODPA3OM CHACTbE
NPEeMeHHO NpuaeT B KaxXabi fom. M nycts
CMYyLLOET, 4TO BCe NMIOAM BOKPYr 3anay
[l0 FOMOBbI, BEAb KDACKM NOMOraiOT
NPOoBNem 1 HANOMHAIOT XU3Hb SR
MOBHYIO CYTb M MOHS Y4UT
NepBOM M pelaolen
MOXHO, B 3TOM U €C




