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Most people will say that the
favorite tourist spots for moun-
tain lovers are the Alps, with their
beautiful snowy peaks both in the
summer and in the winter. Howev-
er, the experts will prefer the most
mountainous region of Siberiq,
Altai. This is not surprising, since
the four kilometer high slopes are
steeper then the alpine ones, there
are enough lakes for every faste
and the glaciers, and wild rivers
will impress the most experienced
athletes.

Just like anyone, Altai has im-
portant dates in its history. It was
born half a billion years ago but
grew up only about 3 million
years ago when the mountains
experienced a second birth. As o
result of tectonic collisions, formed
the major peaks, including the
highest summit of the range, the
double-headed Belukha. A mas-
sive study of the region began in
1828, when the Altai region was
infected with «gold fever». Today,
the wealth of this land belongs

ere are many tourist spots associated with the word «gold», from the triangle and
, to the ring. In Russiq, there is a mountainous region called Altai, whose name, in Turkic,
gold mount». However, the main value of this distant place is not the precious metal pro-
there but its unspoilt nature.

to 4 countries: Mongolia, Rus-
sia, China and Kazakhstan. In the
south of the Russian Altai Moun-
tains, where the heights reach their
peak, the boundaries of the three
other countries converge af one
point.

The distance from Moscow fo
Altaiis greater than to Madrid. The
official gateway to this mountain-
ous region is considered fo be the
small town of Chemal, located at
the entrance to the «core» of Altai.
Due to transport accessibility and

RANHEMATL<ATTAMCKIAM
MYPABEMHIIK

B Mupe cyuiecTByeT MHOro TYpUCTMHECKUX MECT, B HO3BAHUSX KOTOPBIX ECTb CIIOBO «30/10TOM»: 30-
noton Bogonan B Ucnanpaum, 3onotoii TpeyronbHuk B Asum, 3onortoe konbuo B Poccuun. A HaseaHue
pacnonoxeHHbIX Ha lore Cnbupm Antaiickmx rop B nepesoae € TIOPKCKMX 3bIKOB O3HAYAET «3010Tble
ropbi». Ho rnasHo LLeHHOCTbIO 3TOro AANEKOro Kpas CYMTAETCS He AO6bLIBaEMBIN 3AeCh APAroLEHHBIN
MeTansn, a HETPOHYTAs LMBUAM3ALUEN NpUpoAaa.

B nocnegHee Bpems mHorve
TYPUCTH MIOBAT e3amTb B Anbib,
BEPLWMHB  KOTOPbLIX  OAMHAKOBO
NPUTATOTENbHLI 1 3MMOM, 1 NETOM.
Ho ocobo uckyleHHsie nytelue-
CTBEHHMKM OTAQIOT NPEeAnoyTeHme
Antailo. M 3To  HeyauuTENBHO,
TOK KOK CKNOHbI 4—KMUIOMETPOBbIX
MUMKOB KPYyYe M CKANUCTEN Qnbnnid-
CKMX, O NefHuKM U OypHble peku
[OOABAT  OOPEHANMHA  CAMBIM
OMBITHBIM CMIOPTCMEHAM.

Kak 1 y noboro reorpagm-
yeckoro obwvekra, y Antas ects
cBOS ucTOpMs: AnTaiickue ropsl
nosiBUAMCL Ha 3emine OKono nony-
MUIMMAPAC NeT Hasag, a 3 MIH.
neT HA3ag ropsl Nepexunu cBoe
BTOPOE POXAEHMEe, KOTAd B pe-
3YIbTATE TEKTOHMYECKHMX NMOABEMOB
CHOPMMPOBANUCE OCHOBHBIE MUKM,
HAMBBICLLIMI U3 KOTOPLIX — ropa be-
nyxa. Maccosoe wnccnegosaHme
pervioHa Havanock 8 1828 rogy,

korna AnTait OXBATWNA «3010TAS
nvxopagka». Ceityac  6oratcTea
3TOro  OBLMPHOTO Kpasi NPUHAL-
Nexar cpasy 4YeTbpem CTPOHAM:
Mownronmm, Poccum, Kutaio n Kao-
saxctany. Camble BbICOKME rOpHbe
BEPLUMHbI HOXOASTCS HA lore poc-
CUICKOW YacTu ropHoro Antas.
Bopotamu ropHoro kpas no
npaBy cuMTaeTcs ropofok Heman,
PACMNONOXEHHbIN HA NepeceyeHmm
[OPOT U B AOCTYNHON 6i130CTH OT
[opHO-AnTaMCKa — QOMUHUCTPO-
TUBHOTO UEHTPA pecnybnuku. He-
pe3 Yeman npoxomuT OCHOBHAS
TPAHCMOPTHAS apTepus — Yyickui
TpakT (mopora ot buricka no rpa-
HUUs ¢ Mowronweit) npotaxHo-
ctbio okono 600 km. 310T mapLu-
PYT YNOMMHANCH €Lle B KMTAMCKMX
XPOHMKOX ThiCAYeNeTHen AaBHO-
CTW, O CErOAHS OH MAHWT TYPUCTOB
CemuHcknm 1 Huke-TamaHckmm
NepeBanamu, KOTOPLIE MPU3HAHI
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the proximity to the «civilization» of
the nearest city of Gorno-Altaisk,
it houses one of the largest rec-
reation centers in the region. The
main federal highway - the Chui
Tract passes through the town of
Chemal. lts length is about 600 ki-
lometers from the town of Biysk to
the Mongolian border. This road
was talked about in the Chinese
chronicles thousands of years ago
and, foday, aftracts fourists with
its Seminskii and Chike-Taman
passes, which are recognized as
natural monuments of national im-
portance.

It was said that the herds of
sheep and goats, wandering on
the future site of the village, looked
like ants from the top, hence came
the name Chemal. The strange
name of this place didn't con-
fuse anyone and already in the
1930s the first government resort
was established. Mild climate and
abundant sunshine in Chemal at-
fracted many eminent scholars
and intellectuals.  Among them
was the famous Russian historian
and painter, Nicholas Roerich,
who painted many of the Altai
landscapes. For its development,
the villoge owes much to the wife
of one of the leaders of the Soviet
Union, Mikhail Ivanovich Kalinin.
Ekaterina Ivanovna was exiled to
Siberia during Stalin's repressions.

NPUMPOAHBIMKW  NAMSTHUKOMM — pe-
CryBAMKAHCKOTO 3HAYEHMS.

Euwe Heman mssecrten tem, yto
30ECb HOXOAUTCS OOMH M3 KPYM-
HEMLWKMX PEKPEALMOHHBIX LEHTPOB
pernoHa. [oBopsT, 4To cTada oBell
W KO3, Opoamsluve Ha mecTte by-
Aylero cend, C BbICOTb MTUYbETO
nonetTa HANOMMHANM MYPOBLEB,
4YTO W OTPA3MNOCH B HA3BAHMM rO-
pona (B nepesoge c anTarckoro
«qyamansl» — mypaseitrmk). Markusi
MUKPOKIMMAT M obuane ComnHua
BNEKNM B HEMaN MHOTUX MMEHMTBIX
NPeOcTaBUTENEN PYCCKOM MHTEN-
mureHunn. Cpeau Hux Obin u3secT-
HbI PYCCKMIA UCTOPUK 1 XYOOXHMK
Hukonain KoHctaHtHoBMY Pepux,
HAMUCOBLWMM  CEPUIO  ONTAMCKMX
nensaxen. B 1930-x ronox 3gech
6N OCHOBAH MEPBHINA NPABUTENb-
CTBEHHbIN KypopT. B 3ToM filanekom
MecTeuke [axe Obno  dnekTpu-
4eCTBO, KOTOpPOE BbPAOATHBANG
OfHO M3 MEepBbIX MOPO3NEKTPO-
cTaHuMit B peruore. [locTpoeH-
Has B 1935 rogy cunamm 3aknio-
yeHHbix Yemansckas [DC cerogHs
ABMIAETCH MECTHOM JOCTONPUMEYO-
TENbHOCTBIO. PSgoM C Helt MOXHO
KyMWTb  CYBEHWPH, MonpoboBaTh
QNTANCKUM Me[, B Kod)e 1 B39Tb HO-
NPOKaT Benocunes, NOWaaKy Wim
MOTOPHYIO NOAKY.

Ina rocrert Hemana cospgaHa
KOMGOPTHAS TYPUCTUYECKAS  MH-
dpactpykrypa. Jletom, ocobeHHo
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B BLIXOAHbIE [HM, M3 OAMXAMLWKX
6onblumx ropogos — Hosocnbup-
cka v baprayna - cbesxaioTcs as-
TOTYypUCTH. VIX npuenekaioT H6ans-
Heomnoryeckue KypopTs M 0a3bl
OTAbIXQ, TAE B MOCHEdHee BpPEMS:
OKTMBHO  PA3BMBAIOTCS  KOHHbIE
TYpbl, CMNOBb MO FOPHLIM PEKAM
KatyHu u Hemany, senocunegHsie
NPOrynKu.

byayun Ha AnTae, rpex He no-
ceTwTb «mnagwero bpata» barika-
na - camoe OOMbLIOE U3 THICHUM
03ep Kpas M OfHO M3 rybouan-
wmx B Mupe — leneukoe 03epo.
Mo nereHpe, B AOBHWE BpemeHa
noan ctpaganu ot ronoaa. Oanx

anTael, BNALEN OrPOMHbIM 30M10-
ThIM CIIUTKOM, HO TAK M HE CMOT 00-
MEHSITb HO HETO HMYErO CbefoBHO-
ro. Ot otuasHus borateit Gpocun
30M10TO B 03€PO U CAM NOCEno-
Ban 3a Hum. C Tex nop Ha asbike
QNTOMLEB 3TOT BOAOEM HA3bIBAIOT
AntoiH—Konb, yto o3HauaeT «3o-
NIOTOE 03epPO>.

He nonenutecs nocetuts He
MeHee MonynspHoe 03epo C Ca-
MBIM  TOKOHWMYHBIM  HA3BAHMEM —
As. OHo npenbllaeT He TOMbKO
KMBOMMUCHBIMM MEN3AXAMM, HO M
BO3MOXHOCTbIO MOMAGBATE B HEM
NeToM, 4TO  sBnseTcss Bonboi
PEOKOCTbIO CPeay XOMOAHbIX af-
TalckMx o3ep. B netHee Bpems
Bofd 8 Ae nporpesaetcs fo 20°C
bnaronapsi TOMy, 4TO B HETO He
BMNOAOET M U3 HEro He BbiTeKkaeT
HW ofHa peka. A elle cxomuTe B
noxon Ha yHukansHoe MepTsoe
03ep0O, KOTOPOE M3BECTHO TEM,
4TO B €ro BOLE HE BOOMWTCS HUYe-
rO XMBOTO — HW PbIO, HU PACTEHWIA.
Honroe Bpemst cumtanocs, 4to 370
BLI3BOHO PTYTHBMM COEOMHEHUS-
MM, COOEPXALMMUCS B BOLE, HO
nocrne MPOBEOEHHOM 3KCMEepTH3bl
CTANO SCHO, YTO XMBHOCTb HE MOT-
10 30eCb 30CENNUTLCS M3—30 CIULL-
KOM KPYTHIX M MOPOXMCTbIX PEYeK,
BLITEKQIOLLMX 13 03epal.

Cpenae HEeCKomMbko LAros B
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Perhaps due to her status she was
sent to one of the least horrible
places of exile. This remote vil-
lage even had electricity, which
was provided by one of the first
hydroelectric plants in the region.
Builtin 1935 by the prisoners, the
Chemal hydroelectric plant today
serves as a hallmark of the region.
Next to if, you can buy souvenirs
and try Altai honey at a local cof-
fee shop or rent a bike, a horse or
a motor boat.

The locals joke that there are
no tourists in Chemal. Foreigners
go there fo «rest» in a comfortable
fourist infrastructure. In the sum-
mer, especially on the weekends,
there are a lof of auto fourists com-
ing from the nearest cifies of No-
vosibirsk and Barnaul. They are
attracted by the spa resorts and
recreation centers, which in recent
years actively developed various
activities such as horseback rid-
ing, rafting on the mountain rivers
of Katun and Chemalu, and biking
fours.

When visiting Altai, it is a sin
not to stop by the «litle brother»
of Lake Baikal, the largest lake
out the thousand in the region and
one of the deepest in the world -
Laoke Teletskoe. According to the
legends, in ancient times, people

suffered from hunger. One Altaian
owned a huge gold bar, but sill
could not buy himself anything ed-
ible. From despair, this wealthy
man threw the gold into the lake
and followed it. Since then, in
the Altaic language, this pond is
called Altyn Kol, which means the
«Golden Lake».

Do not forget to visit another
famous pond which bears the lo-
conic name - Aya. It attracts tour-
ists not only with its beautiful scen-
ery but also with the opportunity
fo swim in it during the summer,
which is more of an exception to
the rules for the cold lakes of Altai.
In summer, its water's temperature
reaches 20°C because no river
starts or ends in it. Also, you should
go hiking to the impressive Dead
Lake, which is well known for its
deadly waters in which no living
creature can survive — neither fish,
nor plants. It was long thought
that this is caused by the mercury
compounds in the water but after
examination, it became clear that
the living creatures could not settle
there because of the steep rapids
and rivers taking their sources from
the lake.

The Altai interestingness is in-
exhaustible. Just a few steps away
from Chemal you will find the deep

caves with its mysterious figures
of ancient people (petroglyphs)
or the valley of glaciers. You will
also see the highest peak of Si-
beria, Belukha (4506 m) which,
like Mont Blanc, beckons moun-
tain fans to stand on the top of the
world. Just do not forget to bring
along an experienced guide, with
whom you will not get lost!

After all, my European friends
compare the Altai Mountains to
the Alps, before their human ex-
ploration. The mountainous land-
scapes of Europe are very similar;
however, on the other side of the
river there will always be a road
crossing the forest, a farm with
peacefully grazing cows and a
store not too far away. In Altai,
in a 100 kilometer radius, there is
nothing but pure naturel A vaca-
fion here is more of a camping ad-
venture on the shore of a mountain
stream with your breakfast, lunch
and dinner swimming in it. With
enough patience you might even
find some gold in the water,
not surprising that the U
added the Golden
Altai in the Worl
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CTOPOHY OT TypucCTuueckoro Ye-
Mana, Bbl Havgete rmybokue Kap-
CTOBblE Meliepbl C 3ArafoyHbIMM
PUCYHKAMM APEBHMX JIofen, Lo-
NIMHY NEAHVKOB M CAMYIO BBICOKYIO
sepwuHy Cubupu ropy benyxy
(4506 M), kotopas, nopobHo
MoH6nany, MaHuT niobuteneit no-
CTOSITb HQ Kpbile Mupa. A 4TOOH
He 306myanTbCsi, BO3bMKUTE C CO-
6o onbITHOroO Maa.

Kak roBopsT mow 3HOKOMblE
esponeius: AnTait — 370 Anbnbl O
WX OCBOEHMS Yenosekom. B rop-
Hol uactu Espone peiicteutens-
HO Kpacusble nensaxu. Ho Tam
no [pyryio CTOpOHy peku Oymet
BMAHA acdanbToBas Aopord, a B
nonykMnomeTpe oT polm bepma
C MMPHO NACYLUMMUCS KOPOBAMM
n marasuH. Ha Antae B papuy-
ce 100 km Bbl MOXeETe HUKOTO He
BCTPETUTb, BOKPYr OydeT TOmMbKO
AEBCTBEHHAS NPUPOAd. 30ech XO-

o POLIO OTALXATb C ManaTkoi Ha
Hepery ropHOM peyky, B KOTOPOM
MOXHO MOMMaTL K 0beay phiby, d

’ Mpn XeNaHmm naxe HOWTW 30/10TO.

He 3ps xe IOHECKO sHeefio 3o-
notsle ropsl Antas s_efiMcok Bee-
MUPHOTO Hacrnegusis

H. Maii6époaa

51



